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Marine algae and, more specifi cally kelp, have 
been under pressure from human activities for 
centuries. Because of their multiple attributes, 

their use as food, source of alginate, medicine or fertiliser 
has developed over the years. Apart from their direct 
removal from the environment, they also provide habitats 
for diverse living communities. They have suffered from 
the degradation of water quality and of various other 
source of perturbation. They are also sensitive to clima-
tic changes. The exploitation of these important marine 
plants has led to the establishment of management re-
gimes in all parts of the world with various objectives in-
cluding the conservation of stocks for harvest, the protec-
tion of biological diversity, the maintenance of habitats 
for sea-ranching or farming and the avoidance of use 
confl icts. In some countries, the cultivation of marine algae 
has become a major source of income. 

Communities associated with marine algae are of high 
species richness through the diversity of vegetation but 
also because they serve as nursery and habitats for a 
variety of economically important marine organisms (mol-
luscs, crustaceans, echinoderms, fi sh etc.). As a result, and 
apart from the effects directly related to the valorisa-
tion of marine algae, there are other important aspects 
at stake, notably that of conserving marine biodiversity. 
While research into the exploitation and conservation of 
the littoral environment is increasing, the complex features 
associated with the management of marine algal commu-
nities remain diffi cult to measure. 

Communities and industries involved in the exploitation of 
Laminaria and other seaweeds have made substantial ef-
forts to regulate their harvesting or the cultivation. Such 
management rules have been established in temperate 
waters around the world.  As new uses for marine algae 
and concerns about biodiversity develop, new issues arise. 

The sustainability of marine algal communities doesn’t de-
pend only on activities related to their exploitation. Their 
sensibility to changing environmental conditions and the 
complexity of the trophic networks with which they are 
associated are at the origin of their disappearance from 
the littoral zone in several regions of the world. This is 
considered as a key global issue in the Millenium Assess-
ment. In Japan, this disappearance is referred to as “de-
sertifi cation” and has important economic consequences 
for the cultivation of marine gastropods and echinoderms 
which depend on the existence of Laminaria species. The 
ecological and economical importance of marine kelp 
forests has led the Japanese to explore the concept of 
«marine forest engineering» as a new discipline with an 
ecological engineering approach. 

In this context, AMURE, the Centre for Law and Economics 
of the Sea organizes an international workshop to be held 
in Brest (France) 4th to 5th June 2010 plus a fi eld visit of 
Brittany seaweed industry on the 3rd. This meeting is in-
tended to encourage scientists and professionals (fi shers, 
processing industry, managers) to share their experiences 
and contribute to the development of international coo-
peration centring on the theme of Management of marine 
algal resources. French-English simultaneous translation 
will be provided. 

Organised by the European Institute of Marine Studies, 
University of Brest, this meeting has been made possible 
with support from our partners: the ECOKELP Programme 
(biodiversity section of the French national research 
agency ANR), the NETALGAE programme (Interregional 
IV-B Atlantic Offi ce), the Brittany Regional Council, the Fi-
nistère General Council, Brest Métropole Océane, GIS Eu-
ropole Mer, the Brittany Maritime Cluster (Pôle Mer Bre-
tagne) and the French Research Institute for Exploitation 
of the Sea (Ifremer).

International Workshop
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Registration
The registration form and information can be found on the conference site. Registration should be complete until 
May 20th. Student’s participation is free of charge but they should fi ll the registration form.
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 Topics
Contributions are requested from scientists, managers and other professionals interested by one or more 

of the following themes :

 Management systems for marine algal resources/regulations and recommendations

 Economic aspects of seaweed exploitation and kelp fi sheries

 Risks associated with the disappearance of Laminaria ecosystems 

 Forestry engineering of the seabed 

 Industrial uses for algae 

 Biodiversity and preservation
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Field Excursion
A visit to the principal site of seaweed extraction in Finistère will be organised on Thursday June 03, 2010 in 
the afternoon. Interested persons are asked to indicate their participation when they submit their abstract.

Meeting Site
The workshop will be held in the IFREMER Brittany Centre, Conference Room Lucien Laubier, Plouzané  (near 
Brest). 

Accommodation
Participants will be required to provide for their own accommodation. A list of reasonably priced hotels in the 
vicinity of the meeting site will be made available to registered participants.

 Secrétariat of workshop
Séverine Julien
UMR-AMURE
Contact : severine.julien@univ-brest.fr

 Web site
www.umr-amure.fr/en_management_algal_2010.php


