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Abstract 
 
Right-based fishery management programs started to be introduced in Chile since the early 

2000s. For the case of most industrial fisheries, company-allocated (and operationally 

transferable among firms) percentage-catch quotas were introduced since February 2001, with 

a 12-year validity horizon and the initial quota allocation being based on historical fishing 

presence. In the case of small-scale/artisanal (and de facto informal-exchange based) fisheries, 

percentage catch quotas at fishermen’s organization level started to be gradually allocated 

since the early 2000s, and also based on historical fishing presence. In the artisanal sector, 

quota allocation programs entitled fishermen’s organizations with (partially) discretional 

powers for deciding how to distribute, use and control each organization’s allocated quota 

among its members. This presentation will describe how these different right-based 

management programs were implemented, the different timings involved, the main interest 

groups that participated in the negotiations for deciding how and to whom assign catch 

quotas, the political compromises finally achieved and, finally, it will discuss some evidence 

about (i) production-related effects observed at different fisheries (including small-pelagic 

fisheries) and (ii) ex-post perceptions, about right based management schemes, from different 

groups of fishermen. 
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