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This newsletter is the place to exchange infor-
mation about not only AKTEA, but also about
the life of member organisations, because the
success of the network is not independent of
the lives of its members. Experiences, actions
and the difficulties experienced by some are
usefully shared by everybody because that’'s
where the richness of our netwogk lies and is

In this issue you will find information about as-
sociation life, and also on the topics discussed
during the AKTEA AGM. The 2010 activity re-
port - includes notable events and objectives
met in 2009, the public hearing organized by
the Fisheries Commission of the European
Parliament, the reform of Directive 86 / 613,
the strategy of the European Commission for
Equality between Women and Men, etc.

In 2010, a new network was born in Spain. It
is regrouping women of the fisheries sector.
The AKTEA network welcomes it and plans to
establish collaborations with it. It is the first
women’s network within European Union to
benefit the support of the axis 3 of the Euro-
pean Fisheries Fund. It is the first example of
the type of networks that European Commis-
sion advocates the establishment in all Mem-
ber States and European level.

Katia Frangoudes
(Facilitator of the Network)
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2010: AKTEA Ac!vity Report, presented at the AKTEA Annual General Meelng,
held the 2nd - December 2010, Brussels

u November 2009

T The Estrela do Mar Portuguese network of women in !sheries hosted the 4th AKTEA meeting
at Sines in Portugal. During this meeting AKTEA members worked together to prepare the network res-
ponse to the Green Paper on the reform the Common Fisheries Policy. A broad discussion including tt
main aspects of the common !sheries policy: such as individual transferable quotas, the price of !sh, th
scarcity of resources, safety at sea, the mortality of oysters, allowed participants to share their experienc
of the past year.

1 25 to 27 November : Some AKTEA members (Netherlands, Portugal and France) attended th
conference held in Biarritz on the coastal and estuarine !shing. This conference emphasized the impol
tance of small scale !sheries in Europe and others parts of world. The Spanish organisation Thyrius we
unable to attend this conference although its members were interested to know more about eel and lagoc
Isheries. Following the presentation on the role of women in !shing, numerous !shers and their spouses
joined the discussion of the network’s objectives. Subsequently, the professional journal “Inland Fisheries
has published two articles on the role of women in !sheries with the aim of encouraging the wives of inlanc
Ishers to join the network.

15 AKTEA presented its actions and objectives to attendees of a Global Day on artisan !sher
organized by the association Fisheries Development in Lorient (France), and also its response to the Gre
Paper for a reform of Common Fisheries Policy.

Uk Januape2eis

AKTEA member organisations were asked to answer the questionnaire on the role of women in !sherie:
«Strengthening the voice of women in Ishing communities in Europe» prepared by International Collective
in Support Fishworkers (ICSF) an international nongovernmental organisation that supports sustainable
development of !shing and !shing communities.

(Full text available ahttp://www.!shwomej.org

u February 2010

The ICSF organised a workshop in Brussels to discuss with representatives of AKTEA and other orge
nisations the question of the role of women in !sheries and aquaculture in Europe. The objective of thi:
workshop was to complement information obtained from the questionnaire mentioned above. A report
“Strengthening the voice of women in !shing communities in Europe” was written by Cornelie Quist and
others as a common production between ICSF and AKTEA.

u July 2010

The results of the European report were presented by Marja Bekendam, chair of AKTEA at the ICSF Ir
ternational Workshop «Recasting the net: de!ning a gender agenda for sustaining life and livelihoods ir
Ishing communities». This workshop held in Mahabalipuram, India, brought together 39 delegates from 1¢
countries to discuss the role of women in !sheries on different continents. At the end a shared agenda f«
supporting and developing the role of women in !sheries was produced.

The share agenda is available on-line in three languages (English, French and Spanish):
http://icsf.net/icsf2006/uploads/resources/statements/pdf/english/statements/1279686472111***Shared _

On the AKTEA web site you can also !'nd the interesting analysis about the Workshop written by Corne-
lie Quist, member of ICSF and VinVisww.!shwomen.org



u October 2010

t  AKTEA was invited to participate in the !rst symposium the new Spanish Network of Women
in the !sheries sector, held in San Sebastian in the Basque Country (Spain). AKTEA present its experienc
in networking to a delegation of about 350 people, the overwhelming majority being women from the Spa:
nish !'shing sector.
The !shers’ women network from Latin America was also invited to speak about its experience in networ-
king. DG MARE, FARNET and Spanish regional governments were also present. This new network was
initiated by the Spanish !shing administration with funding from the European Fisheries Fund (EFF)
Axis 3. Ms. Carla Montesi of DG MARE, who spoke on behalf of the European Commissioner for Fisherie:
Ms. Damanaki, explained the Commission’s wish to create a new European network of women in !sheries
AKTEA members were surprised to learn that the commissioner did not know of the activities of AKTEA
which is a European network established in 2006. The answer came a few weeks later, during the publi
hearing organised by the Fisheries Commission of the European Parliament where Mrs. Montesi spok
about the creation of such a network.

Eis

The French Federation of Women in Fisheries (2FM) and the network of the Azores Islands attended the
symposium as observers. During this symposium Marja Bekendam discussed about AKTEA network witt
FARNET and DG MARE.

For more information on the Spanish network see the following site:
Ihttp://www.mapa.es/es/pesca/pags/RedMujer/Presentacion/Presentacion.htm

For the newsletter:
http://www.fedepesca.org/web/noticias.jsp?id=304

t  Adriana Celestini, vice chair of AKTEA, represented AKTEA at a meeting organis
sociation ComeUnaMarea, a cultural association of Sicily concerned with gender issues in ries.
na presented the objectives and actions taken by AKTEA in this context. Participal re interested in
creating women’s organisations in this part of Italy. ¢ . B W

u November 2010

Marja Bekendam was invited to attend a meeting organized b
of Ishing areas related to Axis 4 of the EFF). She was given
tives and actions undertaken by AKTEA, as well as the dif!cultie

The topic for this meeting was the creation of added value to loca
from Spain, France but also from Poland, Estonia, Lithuania, etc.
to establish contact with women from other countries, thereby exp
States.

u 1st Décember 2010

AKTEA participated in the public hearing on womendasustainable
organized by the European Parliament’s Fisheriaai@ittee.




Minutes of the Annual General Body mee!ng of AKTEA
December 2010

Annual General Body meeting, Bruxelles, Décember 2, 2010

The AKTEA AGB was held on December 2, 2010 in 8sussth the support of
the European Parliament’s Fisheries Committee. Mesefa Barea, Member of
the European Parliament, in charge of gender isswashin the Fisheries Com-
mittee participated also in our meeting.

During the meeting AKTEA and its members presentieeir annual activity re-
port. But the main issue under discussion was thenttioning of the network
and its future.

* Individual transferable quotas

Following report of the VinVis network (Netherlands) activities, Ms. Barea asked about the system of indi-
vidual transferable quotas and therefore, the discussion quickly diverted to the subject. In response to M
Breas, Yvonne Bakker, the VinVis delegate, explained that in the Netherlands some quota holders are r
actively involved in !shing and, instead, they rent out their quotas to active !'shermen who require addi-
tional quotas to supplement their own in order to survive economically. The additional quotas are lease:
from the quota owners at high rates and that therefore some !shing companies can no longer be pro!tabl
lllustrating this statement with the example of mackerel, Mrs Baker indicated that the price per kilo for
mackerel is 1.50 euro, yet the price of rent for the same kilo paid to quota owners is 50 cents. Therefore
becomes impossible for many !sheries enterprises to cope !nancially.

Given these explanations Mrs Barea commented that this means that small-scale !shers in the Medite!
ranean, from where she originates, will not survive. Feot the rights of small-scale !'shing must be
protected.



* Regional Advisory Council (RAC) and patrticipation of women

Leslie Duthie (network of women from the North Sea) speech -- highlighted the issue of women’s parti-
cipation in RAC. The diflculties in 'nding the money to pay dues, to !nd the right person who will par-
ticipate in the RAC, as well as how they are perceived by the other members were the discussing topic
AKTEA informed the participants that the network complain to DG MARE about the high fees of some
RAC’s. DG MARE in its response explained to the network that each RAC is an independent institution
and it is free to !'x the amount of the contribution. The EU cannot support any organisations for the pay-
ment of this contribution. Women organisations are not the only ones facing these problems, many sma
scale !shers’ organisations are in the same situation.

e Future of AKTEA

Participants discussed the presentation made by Maria Damanaki, European Commissioner responsib
for !sheries / DG MARE, the day before at the public hearing in EU Parliament. Ms. Damanaki said tha
she will support the establishment of a European network of women in !sheries.

From these remarks we understand that AKTEA, despite its European dimension, is not the network to
which Ms. Damanaki refers in her speech even if she recognises the important role played by AKTEA wi
hin the !'sheries sector and !'shing communities. For AKTEA members the question is to know if we must
play an active role in the constitution of the future European network or not.

AKTEA is a volunteer and activist network and members should whether they want to engage in this pro-
cess, and if so, how. After a long discussion, participants decided to participate to the establishment of th
future European network. The following comments summarize why AKTEA must engage in this process
«For several years we worked together and we know that lack of money limits our action and especiall
our communication». Exchange of experiences between women organisations is the main objective of tl
network and it is dif!'cult to achieve it as we speak different languages.

» Spain

Spanish members of AKTEA were invited to present the Spanish network of women in !sheries sector
Carmen Serano from Thyrius talked about this network. It is a national network, which currently remains
removed from the concerns of local or regional associations of women, given its recent constitution. It i
created from top to bottom as it was initiated by national !sheries administration of !sheries.

The !rst symposium organised by the network in San Sebastian in October 2010 was a success if we con
der the large number of participants. For her, all Isherwomen’s groups in Spain must cooperate with it
simply because they must contribute to the defence of rights. For the moment the network is very young
and it is diflcult to judge because it has not yet completed action. It can become more important in the
future if regional and local organisations of women’s integrate it and if the network takes into account wo-
men’s demands and concerns. Women’s associations should be involved in this effort to help the netwol
to de!ne its objectives and actions. All can be a member of the network.

For more information visit the following site:
http://www.mapa.es/es/pesca/pags/RedMujer/Presentacion/Presentacion.htm



 Election of a new executive board

General Body elected the new board. The memberseaeeting the diversity of Europe and also the
diversity of women role in the !sheries sector :

* Marja Bekendam (Netherlands) agreed to chair tiegwork,

» Adriana Celestini (Italy) Vice chair,

* Monique Philip (France) Treasurer,

» Catherine Coffey (Northern Ireland) was electedcsetary and replaces Nicki Holmyard

* Anabela Valente (Portugal) was elected a subggtmember and replaces Estrela Duarte

AKTEA thanked Nicki Holmyard and Estrela Duarte &werything they have done for the network.
Big thanks to Nicki for ensuring our effective coomcation in English#

Revision of Direc!ve 86/613 by Direc!ve 2010/41/EU

The network’s members are aware of Directive 866tihow it recognises the contribution of spouses
in shing enterprises by granting them legal statilnat gives access to social benelts. Many osgani
tions continue to !'ght for the implementation dhis directive to women of !sheries sector. Theisen

of this directive is now complete. Directive 86/643eplaced by Directive 2010/41/EU the European
Parliament and the Council of 7 July 2010 «on timeiple of equal treatment between men and women
engaged in an activity in a self employed caparityrepealing Council Directive 86/613I».

It must be noticed that the new directive does nefier to agriculture sector but this should not pent
you from asking the harmonisation of national l&gisn with the Directive, since the new directive
covers exactly the same activities (agriculturehing, etc.) as the previous directive. Howeveg th
new Directive 2010/41/EU no longer applies onlthéospouse (s) but also life partners. This is & ne
element and it constitutes positive step in estabing an of!cial status for life partners recogrdsby
national law. This recognition allows them to ace¢s social bene!ts.

The full text of the directive is available (Germ&mglish, French, Spanish and Italian) at:
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/empldysuend| golicy/equality _between_men_and0@®men/en
fr.ntm

European Union: A Strategy for Equality between Women and Men

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catld=diz&langl



The life of member’s organisalons

* VinVis-AKTEA (Netherlands)

In August, VinVis celebrated its tenth anniversary at Urk, an important !shing village in the Netherlands,
where a discussion of past and future challenges took place. The majority of women, who have been link
with the network, remain active in Ishing enterprises, but also within their communities. VinVis contri-
buted to the ICSF initiative by responding to the questionnaire and participating in the workshop held in
Brussels.

VinVis supported several rehabilitation operations in villages in southern India ravaged by tsunami. Ano
in July 2010, Marja Bekendam and Cornelie Quist went to meet with different groups of women who
benelted from their assistance (micro credit, health campaigns for the rights of women and children, etc.)
During this they learn more about the struggle of these women to rebuild their lives after the tsunami.

* North Sea Women'’s Network (transnational network)

En 2010, le réseau n’'a pas été trés actif en dehors de sa participation aux Comités Consultatifs Région:
(Mer du Nord, et Especes Pélagiques) dont il est membre. Le réseau a obtenu des 'nancements de la
de la péche pélagique pour payer sa cotisation au CCR pélagique. Pour le moment, le réseau cherche
personne pour remplacer Nicki Holmyard au sein du CCR qui vient d’abandonner son poste.

* Federation of Galician net menders O Peirao (Spain)

Representatives of the Federation of net menders explained the dif!culties that their federation and their
profession face. Some explanations are needed to understand the current situation of these net menders
Galicia, reparation and installation of the nets is a women'’s profession. The average age of these wome|
50 years (the youngest members are 30 yrs old). Their income is low, with 70% of them receiving less th
the minimum monthly wage (633.30 Euros in Spain). Nonetheless, this, this activity, even precarious, as
constitutes the only source of income for many women living in rural areas in Galicia. Today, this impor-
tant traditional practice is in danger because boat owners, from Galicia and other Atlantic regions, are
increasingly using illegal labour. A study on employment in Galicia estimates the number of net mender
to be 2000, of which only 724 are reported to social security.

To ensure the survival of this traditional trade, the federation wants to !ght illegal work by, !rstly, esta-
blishing the attribution of a working licence to all persons lawfully engaged in the profession. Secondly,
the Federation advocates the installation aboard all !shing vessels of an electronic identi!cation mecha:
nism that ensures that the nets meet regulations of mesh size and length. The professional net mende
construct their nets according to European regulations, which is not the case for illegal workers. For the
federation, only the professionalization of this job can guarantee a better future for the !sheries sector ir
Galicia.

The Federation participated also in the symposium organized by the Spanish network of women’s in !she
ries sector and will continue to follow its activities.

* Penelope-Aktea Association - (Italy)

In 2010, the association Penelope-Aktea intensiled its activities to help the establishment of more !she
rwomen associations in other regions of Italy. To this end, contacts were made with women from Sicily
and Puglia, where the organisation of women and the creation of associations were the main topics of di
cussion. In October 2010, Penelope has participated on behalf AKTEA in a conference in Palermo, wh
one of the themes was the role of women in !shing enterprises. For Penelope, independence from natior
Isheries organisations is dif!cult to maintain, when conducting a national campaign. For example, when
Penelope conducted a campaign among MPs for the allocation of legal status to spouses, we gained w



support from other organisations, facilitating our contact with parliamentarians. Nonetheless, for many
associations such support means the end of their independence.

In 2010, the problems of !sheries, the new European regulations and the scarcity of resources prevented
from undertaking additional training in business management. Beginning in 2011, with support from the
Marche region we will implement several training activities.

Penelope is a member of the executive committee of Mediterranean RAC, which for the moment has n
organised many meetings.

 Thyrius (El Palmar, Spain)

The representatives of Thyrius discussed the dif! culties experienced by the !'shing community of Albufera
lagoon, a part of the town of El Palmar, Spain. Despite being a part of the Albufera Nature Reserve, !«
stocks in the lagoon are endangered because of pollution from agricultural activities. Pollution from rice
farming is a major cause, even if the burning of rice straw has been prohibited for some years. Withot
immediate action, the future of the lagoon is doomed and the town of ElI Palmar will lose one of its majc
traditional economic activities. Fishing activity has been managed for centuries by the !shermen’s organi
sation, but the level of pollution is such that it has been impossible to 'nd a solution. Members of Thyrius
began to think re"ect on the matter and submit proposals. The restocking of the lagoon with local specie:
is their !rst proposal. They suggest closing off part of the lagoon to create a stocking area for !sh tha
are introduced. Without a rapid response from local and regional authorities and from reserve manager
Ishing in the Albufera lagoon will disappear.

* Northern Ireland Network of women in !sheries (NIWIF

Photo NIWIF

Northern Ireland Network of women in !sheries (NIWIF)

In 2010, the NIWIF began a new project to inforntisty in general about the fishing world.
Through contact with church groups and communityntes, women were asked whether they
would like to learn about seafood and life in th€hing industry from the wives of fishers. The
objective was to increase awareness of seafoodhdnyisg different kinds of fish and presenting
information about how to cook fish in an attempt smcourage them to buy seafood as often as
possible.

The proposal was well received by the groups thatexcontacted and many successful meetings ensu-



* Network and collective work of women in !sheries in Azores

Photo Acore

Network and collective work of women in !sheries in Azores

In recent years, experience in the networking ofwem in fisheries in the Azores and the creation of
organisations, has helped women to emerge fronate stf invisibility which they have endured for
many years. Today, three organisations work togesimel engage in joint actions: The Island Women
Network, The Association of Terceira Island Fishenis Wives (AMPA) and the Association for
Equality and Women’s Rights (UMAR).

Women from these three associations participatedsamious training courses, with 70 women trai-
ning to become fishermen, radio operators, etc.. hi@ndght of their activities is the theatre produ
tion presenting «stories of women in fisheries” gthinvolves about twenty women from different
islands in the Azores.

* Rosa Dos Ventos November 11, 2010

The Rosa dos Ventos in Vigo (Galicia) held an imd¢ional meeting on the humanisation of work
at sea. Several personalities such as Rosa Quinkdaatime Affairs Regional Minister of Galicia,
Carmen Fraga, Chair of the European Parliament Citteenon Fisheries, and Giorgio Gallizioli, DG
MARE adviser for Social Affairs, attended and spakée meeting on the social aspects of fishing.
Fishermen, wives of fishermen, Galician sailore altended the meeting. The French federation of
fishers’ women participated to this meeting.



* French Federation of fishers’ women

The Federation was invited to participate, as arsatver, in the first conference of the Spanish
network of women'’s fishing industry. Anne Marie EBan attended the meeting organized by Rosa
dos Ventos on the humanization of work at sea, veh&re spoke about the actions of the Federation
and its working concerning working conditions on &l of fishing vessels.

* Estrela do Mar (Portugal)

The network continues its activities, in particuléa set up training courses for its members. Confi-
dence and capacity building skills were a partldtttraining. When empowered, women are able to
express their thoughts and concerns effectivelyingimpublic meetings. Computer courses are also
planned, because the use of the computer is vepgritant to communicate with network members.

The network gives a lot of time at South Atlantid®, as a member of its Executive body and its
Committee on traditional fishing. The network wants be the voice of women in the RAC but also
that of artisanal fisheries to which most of its migers belong.

* Netherlands: Solidarity with Inland fishermen

The Dutch government has decided to change thedeshibiting fishing for eels and freshwater
crabs, because these organisms are consideredntaicchigh levels of dioxin. In the event of a
total ban on these species, the 85 fishing comsaaigrently operating in the inland waters of the
Netherlands will disappear. The different groupsahved have initiated several actions intended to
avoid the ban. In France, inland and estuarineefistsuffer with the same prohibitions because of
high levels of heavy metals and PCBs in the spéslexd in these areas.

Several important questions have arisen in thistesn For example, why should fishing families is
made accountable through restrictions on their aittes while polluters are allowed to continue to
operate outside of the regulations in vigour? Whed the social plans that the authorities envisage
to compensate these fishermen and their familieshfeir loss of activity? When is the precautionary
principle best used and when will it be associatedih the industries that are responsible for the
pollution?
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This number was prepared by :
Katia Frangoudes, Marja Bekendam,
Trish Slater, Andrea Bullock,
Ana Toupin, Carmen Serrano Soler,
Damaris Phelippe, Brigitte Millet,
Séverine Julien, Nicolas Roncin

Contact : aktea@cedem.eu

Web site : www.fishwomen.org
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